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Stakeholder Group meeting, 16th May 2012 
 
Thank you to those of you who were able to attend this meeting and 
contribute ideas for the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) Landscape Partnership 
bid. The programme, attendee list, presentations, workshop outcomes and 
open forum discussion notes are now all on the County Council’s website at 
www.leics.gov.uk/charnwood_forest where a new Stakeholder Group 
Meetings page has been set up. If you don’t have web access and would like 
hard copies of any these items, please get in touch. 

 
HLF Landscape Partnership bid 
 
County Council officers met Julie Attard from the Charnwood Roots project 
(see below) at the end of May to discuss how the two projects can 
complement each other. We are meeting the HLF Grants Officer on 5th July 
to discuss initial ideas and visit the Forest area. 

 
Mountsorrel Quarry consultation 
 
As announced at the Stakeholder Group meeting, Lafarge have launched a 
consultation on their preferred option for the future of Mountsorrel Quarry, 
with a view to submitting a planning application towards the end of 2013. 
You can view the consultation document online at 
www.mountsorrelquarry.co.uk – go to the Open Days tab on the left hand side 
of this page and the link to the consultation document is then towards the 
bottom of the page. Alternatively you can request a consultation document 
by ringing 0116 264 8508. As well as setting out options for the future, the 
document includes sections on the history of quarrying at Mountsorrel and 
current operations. 

 
Charnwood Roots project update 
 
Julie Attard is currently working on a Round 2 Heritage Lottery Fund bid for 
funding for this project which will involve volunteers in researching and 
recording local history in and around Charnwood Forest.  
 
Linked to this project, but separate from the bid, the University of Leicester 
was successful with its bid for Arts and Humanities Research Council funding 
which will support a three-year doctoral research project focussed on the 
medieval landscape history of Charnwood Forest. In addition to carrying out 
their own research, the doctoral student will spend one month of each year 
assisting with the Charnwood Roots project. 
 
Another separate project is the recent award of a fellowship from the 
Huntington Library in California  to Chris Dyer, Emeritus Professor of 
Regional and Local History at the University of Leicester. Professor Dyer will 



visit the library early in 2013 to research Charnwood Forest documents 
within this private library’s collection of Leicestershire archives and select 
the most important items for digitisation. The documents will then be made 
available to researchers.  
 
All three of these developments mean that should our Landscape Partnership 
bid be successful, we would have a range of newly discovered historical 
evidence to feed into our own projects. 
 
 
News from the National Trust 
 
Following extensive consultation, and subject to a fundraising campaign, the 
National Trust has decided to proceed with the acquisition of Stoneywell, an 
Arts & Crafts cottage set in four acres of gardens and eleven acres of 
woodland at Ulverscroft. Stoneywell is a Grade II* listed property, designed 
in 1898 by the locally-born architect, designer and craftsman Ernest Gimson, 
who was a well-known contributor to the English Arts & Crafts Movement.  
 

 Stoneywell 

 
Slate and stone 
 
There was much discussion at the Stakeholder Group meeting of Charnwood 
Forest’s slate and stone heritage. David Ramsey represents the 
Leicestershire Industrial History Society (LIHS) on the Stakeholder Group 
and is the author of LIHS Bulletin 18 (2007) ‘New light on early slate and 
granite extraction in North-west Leicestershire’ which is obtainable from the 
Society – www.lihs.org.uk 

 
Contacts 
 
Lesley Eddleston, 0116 305 7067, lesley.eddleston@leics.gov.uk 
Tony Lockley, 0116 305 7057, tony.lockley@leics.gov.uk 
 


