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Chairman’s Report, March 23rd, 2022 
 
I am pleased to welcome everyone to the first AGM we have been able to hold in person 
since 2019, having had to cancel the AGM planned for March 2020 at the very last minute, 
and also to cancel our speaker on that occasion, whom I am very pleased to welcome back. 
We were able to hold an AGM by Zoom in March 2021, but this report will be a little longer 
than usual, given the long time since our last in-person AGM.  
 
During the various lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, we were unable to meet but gradually we 
all became used to online meetings and were able to resume these early in 2021, thanks to 
the cooperation of our various speakers in being willing to give their talks on Zoom. Details 
of all those talks have been recorded on our website, thanks to the diligence of Toby 
Manning, our Webmaster, who updates this very regularly and, since we were unable to 
issue programme cards in 2021, publicised these talks in that way too. Our talks in 2021 
ranged from ‘Two Churches of Charnwood’ (St Mary in the Elms and St Paul’s in Woodhouse 
Eaves)’, ‘Charnwood Forest and its Visitors 1500-1900’, ‘The Tucker Family of Loughborough 
and their Brickworks’ and Simon Greenhouse from The National Forest about its history and 
its trees.  
 
In person talks were resumed in October 2021 with a talk by Julie Attard, also of The 
National Forest, on the Charnwood Forest Landscape Partnership, 18 projects in the Forest 
funded largely by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. This was also referred to in a talk in 
February by Jack Matthews, also of The National Forest, who is working towards the 
recognition of Charnwood as a UNESCO Global Geopark. In between these two talks, the 
Newtown Linford Biodiversity Group gave us an informative and inspiring talk on 
Biodiversity in the Forest. 
 
The Committee has met regularly, often by Zoom, and has been both monitoring and 
responding to various planning applications which could affect the Forest and I am very 
grateful to Ann Irving in this respect and to Felicity and Toby Manning who have undertaken 
much of the work on this. We are also Stakeholders in the Charnwood Forest Regional Park 
and I am attending their next meeting shortly. 
 



Finally, we are an exceedingly small committee undertaking a lot of work in both organising 
monthly talks, in responding to planning issues and representing the Friends in 
organisations such as the Charnwood Forest Regional Park Stakeholders. I am grateful to all 
the Committee for the work they do. However, I am afraid that unless we can persuade 
others to join the Committee and help with all this, we will be unable to continue in the very 
near future and this organisation, dating back to, I think, 1986, will no longer exist. This 
could be profoundly serious, given the numbers of planning issues currently affecting the 
Forest and the important national and international work being undertaken by the National 
Forest Company. I would urge all of you to think about joining the committee and helping 
with this work.  
 
Marilyn Upstone, Chairman 
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