
The Greys –Beginnings. 

 The Greys and the Hastings families 

both sprang to prominence in the mid 

13th century.  

 Our local line sprang from John 

Grey(d.1265) and his second wife; their 

first son, Reginald (d.1308) fought for 

Edward l in Wales and served in 

Parliament. 

 His son John fought at Bannockburn. 

We do not know much more until 3 

generations later when Reginald Grey  

was captured by the Welsh chief Owen 

Glendower in 1402. His ransom cost 

£10.000 marks. 

 He died peacefully in his eighties. 



The Greys of Groby. 
 It was the marriage of Reginald’s eldest 

son, Edward d 1458), to Elizabeth Ferrers 

of Groby that gave rise to our local line. 

The Ferrers were a high ranking noble 

family and Elizabeth was the sole heiress, 

so this was a considerable advance in the 

family fortunes. 

 Sir Edward could now boast the ownership 

of land in five counties. He was now titled 

Lord Ferrers of Groby.  

 It was his son, Sir John Grey , who 

married a lady called Elizabeth Woodville 

but backed the Lancastrian cause in the 

Wars of the Roses, and was killed at the 

First Battle of St Albans in 1461. 

 This left Elizabeth as a widow. 





The Hastings Family. 

 The Hastings family mainly centred on 

Kirby Muxloe and Ashby de la Zouch.  

Like the Greys they cannot be traced 

back to the Norman Conquest but rose 

to power from fairly humble origins.  

Because they did this after the Greys 

the Greys regarded them as upstarts. 

 The two most famous members were 

William. Lord Hastings, executed by 

Richard lll, and  Henry Hastings, 

Third Earl of Huntingdon, who was 

one of Elizabeth l’s most trusted 

advisers who was once given the job of 

keeping an eye on Mary, Queen of 

Scots. 



Origins. 
 We know there was a manor house on 

the site of Kirby Muxloe Castle dating 

back to the 13th century. 

 This was once the home of the Pakeman 

family, but this changed in 1364 when 

Robert Pakeman  died childless and left 

his property to his sister, Margaret’s son 

Ralph Hastings of Wistow. 

 Ralph was one of the most trusted 

military commanders of John of Gaunt, 

son of Edward lll. Two generations later 

the manor was held by Leonard 

Hastings who rose to become Sheriff of 

Leicestershire and Warwickshire. His 

son, William Hastings was born in 1431. 

 



Path to Power 

 As the Wars of the Roses began, the 
Hastings family became firm supporters of 
the Yorkist cause. William supported 
Richard, Duke of York as did his father. 
William soon became a member of the 
Duke’s household. The Duke had a large 
degree of support against the incompetent 
King, Henry Vl, and after the First Battle of 
St Albans he was appointed Regent.  

 However, he overstretched himself when he 
was seen feeling the cushion on the throne 
and people were not willing to see Henry 
deposed at this point. 

 Soon after this York was defeated at 
Wakefield in 1460 and his head impaled on 
a spike with a paper crown on it. 



Loyalty Binds Me. 

 William was immediately able to transfer 

his allegiance  to York’s eldest son, 

Edward, Earl of March. In 1461, 

Edward defeated the King at Towton 

and deposed him to become King 

Edward lV. Hastings was knighted on 

the field of battle. 

 It was his unswerving loyalty to Edward 

that earned him titles and territories. He 

remained loyal to Edward throughout 

rebellions by the King’s brother, George, 

Duke of Clarence and went into exile 

with the King when he was temporarily 

deposed by Richard Neville, Earl of  

Warwick (the ‘Kingmaker’) in 1471. 

 



A King for a Husband. 

 It was rather unfortunate for Elizabeth 

Woodville that her husband, Sir John Grey, 

was killed at the Second Battle of St Albans 

(1461)  which was a victory for his own side,  

the Lancastrians. 

 Shortly after this, Edward lV seized the throne 

and her estates were confiscated. According to 

the well known story Elizabeth waylaid the new 

King while he was hunting in Grafton Forest 

(Northants) and pleaded the case for her and 

her family. 

 The result was that the King fell in love with 

her, and, without telling any of his advisers, 

married her in secret. Elizabeth Grey was now 

Queen of England. 



Deserved Honours. 
 This loyalty was quite rare in an age 

when people would often change 

sides; it was in spite of William being 

married to Catherine Neville, 

daughter of Warwick. 

 After the defeat and death of Warwick 

at Barnet and the death of the King’s 

son at Tewkesbury (1471) Edward 

was secure on his throne, having 

murdered both his treacherous 

brother and the deposed Henry Vl.  

 William reaped many rewards for his 

unswerving loyalty. He now controlled 

a vast Empire based on his Midlands 

lands. 



Lifestyle Statements. 

 Hastings was appointed, among many other 
offices,  Chamberlain, an office which 
controlled all business brought before the 
King. He was given the title Baron Hastings 
and rewarded with land spread throughout 
the country but mainly in the Midlands. 
Much of the land was confiscated from the 
defeated Lancastrians. 

 The Jewels in the Hastings crown were the 
two castles at Kirby Muxloe and Ashby de 
la Zouch, built in the fashionable material of 
bricks. They were intended as showpieces 
rather than having a purely military function 
as earlier castles had. 

 Both remained unfinished because of the 
Hastings’ fall from power. 

 

 



Turbulent Life. 

 Kings were not supposed to marry for love, and 
Edward’s impetuous action may have driven the 
Earl of Warwick  into rebellion in 1461. 

 Edward was temporarily driven into exile during 
Warwick’s rebellion, possibly caused partly by 
the fact that he was busy negotiating a marriage 
for Edward to the King of France’s daughter 
when news reached him of the Kings marriage 
to Elizabeth – he felt humiliated. 

 Elizabeth had to go into sanctuary where her 
son, Edward, was born. Elizabeth also had 
children by her first marriage Thomas and 
Richard Grey, and her brother Anthony 
Woodville, Earl Rivers, who all now began to 
be given power and property, much to the 
annoyance of the existing nobility, who regarded 
them as upstart parvenus. 



Grey v Hastings. 

 Thomas Grey, now Earl of Dorset hated 
Lord Hastings because he had coveted 
the manor of Ashby de la Zouch , which 
lay next to his own lands. He also envied 
his position as the King’s closest 
confidante. Hastings also hated Grey as 
he had only gained influence through his 
mother’s gaining the King’s affection. 

 He viewed the Woodvilles as a gang of 
thieving upstarts. Another factor was that 
the King kept a mistress called Jane 
Shore, who had previously been 
Hastings’s mistress. It would appear that 
Thomas also became enamoured with 
the lady creating even more enmity and 
bad feeling between the two noble 
families. 



Death of a King. 

 It was the sudden death of Edward lV in 1483 
(possibly from over-eating) that threw the whole 
of the situation into turmoil. On his deathbed the 
King got Hastings and Dorset  to patch up and 
shake hands, but within days, Hastings re-started 
the feud by getting Jane Shore to move in with 
him. It might have benefited both sides, in 
hindsight,  if they could have reached an 
agreement. 

 Although the King’s will left the King’s brother, 
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, as Regent, the 
Woodvilles were having none of this. Dorset 
seized the Tower of London containing the 
Royal treasure, and Sir Edward Woodville took 
control of the navy – all in defiance of the late 
King’s wishes. The Woodvilles were planning a 
coup d’etat. 

 



Treacherous Times! 

 It was now that Lord Hastings, alarmed 

by the actions of the Woodvilles,  alerted 

Gloucester to what was happening. 

 Gloucester had remained totally loyal to his 

brother, looking after affairs in the north of 

the kingdom. The Duke travelled south 

quickly and intercepted the young King at 

Stony Stratford, where he was on his way 

to London to be crowned. Richard also 

arrested Lord Rivers and Richard Grey, 

whom he subsequently had tried for 

treason and then  executed. As they had 

attempted to carry out a coup against the 

late King’s wishes, there was perhaps 

some justification here. 



A Grisly End. 

 Richard’s treatment of Lord Hastings is harder 
to understand. Hastings may have been a 
barrier to the plot that was being hatched to 
deprive Edward of the throne, and Richard may 
have been egged on by his kinsman, the Duke 
of Buckingham 

 Whatever the reason, Hastings was seized at 
a council meeting, dragged outside and his 
head cut off without any semblance of a trial. It 
was the arbitrary nature of this action that 
shocked contemporaries; it was thought that he 
might be a natural ally for Richard due to the 
loyalty of both to the late King and hatred of the 
Woodvilles. 

 Richard’s action here has never been fully 
satisfactorily explained. 



Family Fortunes. 

 In spite of his previous loyalty to his brother, 
Gloucester now dug out an old story that 
Edward’s marriage to Elizabeth was illegal 
due to the King being previously promised 
in marriage to another lady, and also that 
Edward himself might have been 
illegitimate, being sired by a French archer 
while on campaign in that country. 

 Richard, after a false show of reluctance, 
accepted the crown for himself as Richard 
lll; Elizabeth had previously  reluctantly 
handed over her other son, Richard, 
ostensibly in preparation for Edward’s 
coronation but neither were ever seen 
again. Elizabeth, in a short space of time, 
lost three sons and a brother, as well as her 
first and second husbands. 



Grey Disaster! 
 Could Dorset salvage anything from this 

disaster. As Hastings was dead he might hope 

to at least win the favour of Jane Shore, but 

Richard made her walk through the streets 

doing penance and then imprisoned her. He 

did try to curry favour by coming out of 

sanctuary to attend Richard’s coronation,  but 

two weeks after this many of his lands were 

confiscated. 

 In late 1483, he joined the ill-fated rebellion of 

Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, 

previously an aider and abetter of Richard, but 

when that failed went into exile to join the sole 

remaining Lancastrian hope, Henry Tudor, 

Earl of Richmond, at that time at the court of 

the Duke of Brittany. 



A Bad Decision! 

 Several other of the Woodville/Grey clan 
were also at this “court in exile” – although 
Elizabeth Woodville remained in sanctuary 
in England. 

 When Richard came to an agreement with 
the Duke, Henry had to move on and  now 
went to the King of France.  

 Richard lll had come to an agreement with 
Elizabeth that her daughters would not be 
harmed if she came out of sanctuary. He 
may have even  persuaded her that he was 
not guilty over the princes’ disappearance. 

 Dorset now made the disastrous decision 
that his prospects would be better in 
England, and fled the court of Henry by 
night, intending to make his peace with 
Richard lll. 



Treachery! 

 Dorset, along with his son, Thomas Grey, 
slipped away at night towards Flanders. They 
were, however, overtaken by some of Henry 
Tudor’s men and made to come back. They 
knew plans of his proposed invasion of 
England. This meant that Dorset would never 
again be trusted by Henry Tudor! 

 In August 1485,  Henry Tudor left Harfleur to 
invade England and three weeks later defeated 
Richard lll at the Battle of Bosworth. 

 Dorset was left behind in France as security for 
money Henry owed the French King and must 
have worried about his future. If Henry lost, 
Dorset might remain a prisoner in France, and if 
he won, Dorset could expect no favours due to 
his treachery.  The Grey fortunes looked to be 
at a low ebb. 



Reconciliation. 

 Henry Tudor adopted the policy of reconciliation 

after Bosworth, and Dorset  benefited from this. 

His lands,  confiscated by Act of Attainder by 

Richard were restored, but he never fully regained 

the King’s confidence due to his treachery. 

 It must have been galling that the new King 

seemed to be showing favour to Edward 

Hastings, son of William, who had declared 

allegiance to Henry and had been rewarded by 

having most of his father’s lands restored to him 

and had married a wealthy heiress which brought 

him  even more.  

 Dorset now set about making the most of his 

restored lands around Groby, particularly his park 

at Bradgate. 

 



A Suitable Residence. 

 Although most of the nobility spent a lot of 
time in their London residences to be 
near the seat of power, their rural estates 
were important to them. 

 The old hall at Groby was now regarded 
as too small for someone of Dorset’s 
status and he now embarked on a 
scheme to build a much finer residence on 
his park at Bradgate. 

 He had to evict several dwellers from the 
park and it is generally reckoned that 
Newtown Lindford was built to 
accommodate them. Before he could 
complete the scheme, he died in 1501 
and was succeeded by his son, also 
called Thomas. 



End of Phase 1 



In Fear of the King! 

 Unfortunately, Henry Vll, in his later 

years became increasingly suspicious 

and even paranoid.  

 The new Earl of Dorset soon fell under 

suspicion of treason, and was exiled to 

the grim fortress of Hammes, near the 

English base at Calais. His future 

looked really bleak and it was only the 

death of the King in 1509 that saved 

him from dying a prisoner. 

 After some consideration, the new King, 

Henry Vlll finally agreed to Dorset’s 

release.  However, his relationship with 

the new King was not to be without its 

problems. 



Bradgate Park. 

 In the Middle Ages, there were fifty deer 
parks in Leicestershire. The terrain at 
Bradgate is not suitable for agriculture, so 
stocking it with deer made good sense. 

 The park was minded by a parker, who 
lived in a moated house for his own 
protection. The original park was probably 
smaller and shaped like a saucer so that 
the deer would be running uphill when 
they came to a fence making it harder to 
jump out. 

 Sir Thomas Grey, Second Marquess of 
Dorset, decided to finish the work that his 
father had started and completed the 
house on Bradgate as his family 
residence. It was to remain an important 
country base for the family. 



In Trouble. 

 At first Thomas Grey  seemed to be 

succeeding in keeping favour with the 

young King, Henry Vlll, the two became 

jousting and hunting companions, but this 

changed in 1512. 

 Unlike his father, who pursued a cautious 

foreign policy,  Henry wanted to achieve 

military glory, and, above all, to reinstate 

his claim to be King of France as well as 

England. 

 In 1512, England, in alliance with Spain 

and the Holy Roman Empire went to war 

with France. 

 Dorset set sail with an army of 10,000 and 

60 ships ready to do battle. 



In Disgrace. 

 The invasion was a disaster – Food 
and other supplies ran out and there 
were not enough horses. 

 The real reason for the disaster, 
however, was that Henry was let down 
by both his allies. Disease broke out 
among the demoralised soldiers who 
mutinied. 

 Dorset returned home in disgrace and 
carried the can for the whole fiasco. 

 Added  to this were further clashes with 
the Hastings family. The widow of 
Edward, Lord Hastings, had married 
Sir Richard Sacheverell, who now 
took on the mantle of defending the 
family honour. 

 



Disputes in Leicester. 

 The battle between the two families 
often involved influence in the town 
of Leicester as well as in the 
county, particularly in the rich 
enclave known as The Newarke. 
This often came to blows between 
supporters of the two families. 

 Often there would be scuffles 
between rival gangs of supporters, 
and at one stage Cardinal Wolsey, 
Henry Vlll’s chief minister was forced 
to intervene. 

 There were also disputes over the 
area known as Leicester Forest, 
which were to run on into the next 
century.  

 

 





Royal Connection. 

 Dorset died in 1530 and was succeeded 
by his son, Henry,  who became Third 
Marquess of Dorset.  It was Dorset’s 
second marriage that was to be of great 
significance, as his bride was Frances 
Brandon, the daughter of Henry Vlll’s 
sister, Mary, who had earned the King’s 
displeasure by marrying her lover, Charles 
Brandon. 

 This meant that the Greys now had royal 
blood in the family as Frances was the 
King’s niece. In 1537, a daughter Jane 
was born to the couple shortly after the 
birth of the King’s son Edward. Two other 
daughters, Catherine and Mary  followed 
and the fortunes of the Greys seemed on 
the up! 



Friends in High Places! 

 It was soon that Lady Jane Grey entered 
the marriage market and her parents hoped 
that she would marry the young King,  after 
Henry Vlll died in 1547. 

 To this end, Jane was moved into the 
household of Henry’s widow, Catherine 
Parr, which meant that she was sharing the 
house with the young Princess Elizabeth. 
However, the plan came to nothing when 
Catherine’s husband Lord Thomas 
Seymour, was executed for treason, soon 
to be followed by his brother, Edward 
Seymour, Protector and Duke of 
Somerset. 

 Power now passed into the hands of John 
Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, a wily 
and scheming opportunist. 

 



Protestantism. 

 Henry Vlll died a catholic, but an 

English one not a Roman one. He had 

removed the authority of the Pope in his 

kingdom, but had left the doctrine of the 

church unchanged. 

 He had, however, by his authority as 

Supreme Head  of the church in 

England been able to seize the wealth of 

the monasteries. However, he needed 

ready cash so sold off much of his newly 

gained property to the nobility and 

gentry. 

 Both the Grey and  Hastings families 

had benefited from this and acquired a 

lot of former monastic property. 



The Young King 

 It seems strange that Henry Vlll, being a 

Catholic in doctrine, allowed his young 

son to be brought up by Protestant 

tutors, but the young King was a 

Calvinist 

 It was during the reign of Edward Vl that 

England became a Protestant country.  

 The new Protector, now the Duke of 

Northumberland was probably so 

because it gave him an opportunity to 

cynically grasp what property was left to 

the church such as the Chantries. 

 The Greys quickly changed their 

allegiance from the Seymours to the 

Duke.  



“The King’s Device” 

 The Greys now arranged a marriage 
between Lady Jane and 
Nortumberland’s son Guildford 
Dudley. It has commonly been stated 
that Jane was bullied into the marriage 
by her ambitious mother, Frances, but 
recently a historian called Leanda de 
Lisle  has challenged this. Frances 
had a claim to the throne in her own 
right which she gave up in favour of 
her daughter. 

 It was obvious that Edward was not 
going to live long, and he was 
persuaded to sign a King’s Device 
which declared both of his sisters 
illegitimate and bequeathed the throne 
to Lady Jane. 



Agreed for Once. 

 The King was possibly persuaded to sign the 

“device” to save the protestant religion as his 

sister and heir to his throne, Mary was a 

Roman Catholic. 

 Unusually most of the Hastings clan also 

supported Jane Grey as they had, apart 

from one of the brothers, also become 

protestant. 

 However, many of the nobility thought Jane 

was just a puppet of the Dudleys and there 

was much popular support for Mary as the 

true heir and daughter of Henry Vlll. 

 Northumberland’s forces melted away and 

he was imprisoned and executed for 

treason. Both Grey and Hastings would have 

seemed to have backed the wrong side. 



The Spanish Marriage. 

 At first Jane and her father were 
imprisoned and may have been released 
later, as her mother had been friends with 
the new Queen. 

 Mary misunderstood her people thinking 
that she was popular because she was a 
catholic. She made a foolish mistake in 
marrying Philip ll of Spain, which led to a 
rebellion led by Thomas Wyatt 

 It was a result of this that Mary and her 
father, now the Duke of Suffolk went to 
the block, together with Guildford Dudley 
in 1554. 

 However, Mary was only to reign for 4 
more years and had become a figure of 
hatred for many English people due to her 
policies. 

 



Changing of the Guard. 

 The reasons for this were her 

campaign against protestant heretics 

which resulted in the burning alive of 

over 300 people, and being dragged 

into a war to support France which 

resulted in the loss of Calais to the 

French King, Henry ll. 

 The new Queen, Elizabeth, was a 

protestant and so the Greys might have 

expected that their fortunes might 

recuperate, but these hopes were 

dashed by the behaviour of Jane 

Grey’s sisters. 

 Jane’s younger sisters were called 

Catherine and Mary. 

 

 



Heart Over Head. 

 Frances Brandon now married a servant 
called Adrian Stokes  and lived at 
Beaumanor Hall, as Bradgate had been 
confiscated after Jane’s execution. She 
retired to live a quiet life. 

 As they were close to the throne, 
Elizabeth needed to be consulted if the 
sisters wanted to marry. Catherine fell in 
love with Edward Seymour, son of the 
executed Lord Protector and the two 
secretly married; Elizabeth got to know 
and was furious especially as Catherine 
became pregnant. The couple were 
imprisoned and supposed to be kept 
separated, but Catherine conceived 
again, and was kept a prisoner until she 
died, aged only 27. 



Little and Large? 
 The younger sister, Mary did not fare much 

better. Mary was very short and may even 

have been a dwarf. When she was 19, she 

secretly married a court porter, Thomas 

Keyes, who was very tall.  

 She may have hoped that by marrying a 

commoner she would stay out of trouble, but 

Elizabeth was still furious, and once again 

imprisoned the couple.  

 Keyes was cruelly treated by being imprisoned 

in a narrow cell, and died soon after being 

released in 1570, but was refused permission 

to see Mary. Mary was released in 1573 and 

allowed to return to court but died in 1578. 

 By now another Mary was posing a much 

greater threat to Elizabeth. 



Hastings Resurgence. 

 The next in line for the Greys was Suffolk’s 

brother, John, but he only lived until 1564, 

and his son, also John Grey, was not 

restored to favour until the reign of James 

l. 

 For a while the Greys surrendered their 

Pole position to the Hastings family. The 

family had been awarded the title Earl of 

Huntingdon during the reign of Henry Vlll 

when George Hastings  was rewarded for 

service in the French Wars. His son 

Francis, the Second Earl was under a 

cloud due to the fact that he married a lady 

called Catherine Pole who had Yorkist 

blood, which made the family mistrusted 

even as late as the 1540s. 

 



“Pulling Strings”. 

 Although the Second Earl had supported 
Northumberland, he had a stroke of luck. 
His wife, Catherine Pole’s grandmother 
was the godmother of Queen Mary, who 
had been executed by Henry Vlll in 1541. 
Catherine had catholic sympathies and the 
Second Earl was soon released from 
prison after Mary’s accession. The second 
Earl died  in 1560 his title being inherited 
by his son Henry Hastings, Third Earl of 
Huntingdon. 

 Henry was a staunch Puritan who had 
managed  somehow to lie low during 
Mary’s reign, possibly due to the above 
mentioned family connection. He was to 
become a significant figure in Elizabeth’s 
reign. 



The “Puritan Earl” 
 The fact that the Greys were now in disgrace 

meant that the Hastings claim to the throne 

through the De la Pole line assumed greater 

importance. 

 Elizabeth was unmarried, and the heir was 

the catholic, Mary, Queen of Scots who 

would be unacceptable to most English 

people. 

 Sensibly, the Third Earl soft-pedalled this 

claim. He was a staunch Puritan. Elizabeth 

was a moderate protestant who  tried to keep 

as many people as possible on board with 

her Church Settlement. The doctrine of the 

church was basically Calvinist, but she kept 

things like vestments and kneeling for 

communion to try to keep the moderate 

catholics on board. 



Trusted Royal Servant 
 Elizabeth did not like the Puritans who 

wanted to rid the church of any remaining 
“Rags of Popery”, but the chief threat to 
her came from the catholic supporters of 
Mary Queen of Scots who wanted to 
depose her particularly after she was 
excommunicated  by the Pope. There 
were several plots by groups of  Jesuits 
to overthrow Elizabeth. 

 Elizabeth knew she could trust puritans to 
zealously protect her against catholic 
plots. Hence, the Third Earl became a 
trusted adviser, who at one stage was 
given the task on monitoring Mary, 
Queen of Scots and after her execution 
put in charge of the royal government in 
the north, where there was a lot of 
catholic support. 



The “Good Earl” in Leicester. 
 His trusted position as a minister gave 

Huntingdon the power to impose his vision on 
Leicestershire. It was during Elizabeth’s reign 
that Leicester became established as a 
protestant town. 

 Attendance at church to listen to sermons was 
rigorously enforced, the Earl took over the 
grammar school and left his own mark on it – 
he installed puritan ministers in many of the 
areas he controlled, especially around Ashby. 

 Although one of his brothers remained a 
catholic the other three were able to impose 
his policies when he was away in the north. 

 Until 1902, Huntingdon’s Tower  part of his 
palace knows as the Lord’s Place stood on the 
High Street  in Leicester until demolished to 
make way for the trams. 



End of Phase 

2 



The Greys Reinstated. 
 The death of Elizabeth  in 1603 and 

accession of James l provided an 
opportunity for the Greys to recover their 
fortunes. 

 Four months after the accession of the 
new King, Henry Grey was created Baron 
Grey of Groby. After nearly 50 years the 
family were able to move back to 
Bradgate  which was restored to them. 

 Huntingdon had died childless in 1595 and 
was succeeded by his less able brother 
George. The Hastings clan ran into trouble 
over their administration of Leicester 
Forest which they were supposed to look 
after for the King when he wanted to hunt 
but they had illegally enclosed some of the 
land for sheep and chopped down many 
trees. 



The Balance Changes 
 The two families also argued over the right to 

administer purveyance the right to obtain goods 

for the King at cost price – this nearly led to a duel  

between Sir John Grey and  Sir Henry Hastings. 

 The fortunes of the Hastings clan now took a 

blow once more over the question of religion. 

Many puritans hoped that James might move the 

Church of England in a more puritan direction 

and in 1604  George Hastings was one of a 

number of people who signed a Millenary 

Petition to ret to persuade James to make 

changes.  

 James stubbornly refused as he had had great 

problems with the Presbyterian church in  

Scotland.  Many protestants thought he was 

showing too much lenience to catholics. 

 



Further up the Ladder. 

 Henry, Lord Grey of Groby, died in 

1614  and was succeeded by his 

grandson, also Henry.  He made a 

good move in the marriage market, 

when he wed Anne Cecil, grand-

daughter of Elizabeth’s lifelong 

minister Lord Burleigh. The influence 

of this family helped increase the 

Greys’ profile even further. It also 

brought a large amount of wealth and 

property into the family. 

 However, five years after the 

marriage, James l died and a 

collision course was set for the new 

monarch and the Greys of Bradgate. 



Charles l 
 James l had often clashed with his subjects 

in Parliament  over his theory of Divine 

Right of Kings – the King, so he believed, 

derived his authority from the Almighty. 

 Henry Grey was a Presbyterian who 

believed the King’s authority over the church 

should be limited. 

 However, in 1628 in a rare gesture of 

goodwill, Charles created Henry the First 

Earl of Stamford. Six years later the King 

visited the Earl at Bradgate but the 

atmosphere must have been tense as the 

King had now decided to rule without 

Parliament in what was referred to as the 

Eleven Years’ Tyranny. Under Archbishop 

Laud the church looked to be moving 

towards a restoration of catholicism. 



Rebellion. 

 Charles’s attempt to rule without Parliament 

was brought to an end when he foolishly 

tried to enforce a new prayer book on the 

Scots. 

 This led to a rebellion which was 

sympathised with by many people in 

England. Charles was forced to call a 

Parliament  because he needed cash to put 

down the rebels. 

 Stamford had four sons and the eldest of 

these Thomas, Lord Grey of Groby  was to 

play an important role in the ensuing Civil 

War between the King and his Parliament. 

The Greys were going to come down firmly 

on the side of Parliament. 



First Blood. 

 In contrast to the Greys, Henry Hastings 
came down on the side of the King – the 
family had lost the Puritan zeal of the 
Third Earl. The rivalry between Grey and 
Hastings was now to be taken onto the 
battlefield. 

 The first clash happened in Leicester in 
1642  when Stamford and his men drove 
out Hastings’  force who were  trying to 
issue a Commission of Array on behalf of 
the King. 

 The Greys’ house at Bradgate, however, 
was very vulnerable and four days after 
the start of hostilities Prince Rupert  
raided the house carrying away all the 
arms and goods they could find. 

 



High Command 

 At first Parliament gave commands of 

their forces to high ranking members 

of the nobility and Stamford was put 

in charge of the Parliamentary forces 

in the west. Lord Grey and Henry 

Hastings faced each other at the 

Battle of Edgehill.  

 At first Stamford had some success 

as a commander, but his reputation 

took a nosedive when he surrendered 

Exeter to the King’s forces in 1643.  

 His son, however, did help to relieve 

the siege of Gloucester  which many 

saw as a turning point in the war. 



Siege of Leicester. 

 Stamford was by now suffering severely 

from the family ailment of gout and was 

more and more handing the initiative to his 

son. 

 It was at this time that Oliver Cromwell 

was introducing his New Model Army 

which was to win the war for Parliament. 

 Lord Grey  was supposed to be protecting 

the town of Leicester but he was elsewhere 

when  Prince Rupert lay siege to and 

captured the town in 1645  it had been held 

for Parliament up to that point. 

 Henry Hastings was now put in charge of 

Leicester but within a week Cromwell’s 

forces routed the King’s at Naseby. 



Surrender. 

 Hastings  was forced to surrender Leicester 

after a brief resistance, and his men were 

allowed to march out of the town minus 

weapons. 

 In August 1645, Lord Grey lay siege to 

Ashby Castle. By February next year the 

town was in a desperate plight and 

surrendered. Hastings was allowed to go to 

Holland. Grey was appointed governor at 

Ashby Castle and their triumph seemed 

complete. The castle like many others was 

destroyed on Cromwell’s orders. 

 However, this was only the end of the First 

Civil War , but the perfidy of Charles l was to 

mean that fighting was still to come. 



Lord Grey. 

 The Parliamentary victory had been helped 

by the intervention of the Scots. Charles now 

deviously tried to do a deal with the Scots 

promising to introduce Presbyterianism in 

England in exchange for assistance to keep 

his throne. 

 Lord Grey  was one of a group of people in 

the army who was losing patience with the 

King and wanted to put him on trial, having 

plunged England into a Second Civil War. 

 Cromwell was willing to purge Parliament in 

order to achieve this, and Grey was one of 

the men who stood with Colonel Pride to bar 

entry to those not willing to put the King on 

trial. 

 



Going to Extremes. 
 In spite of the fact that Charles objected that the 

court had no right to try him he was sentenced to 
death - the second signature on the death 
certificate was Thomas, Lord Grey , after this 
referred to as Grey the Regicide. 

 There seems to have been a falling out with his 
father Stamford over this, who had become 
more and more worried at the way things were 
going.  

 Lord Grey soon became even more radical 
expressing sympathy with groups like the 
Levellers and Fifth Monarchists and this led to 
him falling out of favour with the more 
conservative Cromwell.  

 Stamford was actually under arrest at the end of 
the Protectorate for leading a Royalist revolt, 
having completely fallen out with Cromwell. 



Restoration and Revenge. 

 With the Restoration of Charles l  in 
1660 after the ill-fated but short reign of 
Cromwell’s son, Richard, there were 
not wholesale retributions against those 
who had fought for Parliament, but 
those who were responsible for the 
death of Charles l were tried as 
traitors. 

 Lord Grey, as a regicide, was tried 
and sentenced to a traitor’s death. 

 His father, Stamford, died in 1673 and 
his grandson, also Thomas, inherited 
his title, becoming the Second Earl. 

 By now, the country was at peace, but 
Thomas’s marriage caused him to lead 
a far from dull life. 



A Suspicious Fire. 
 Thomas married a lady called Elizabeth 

Harvey. The new Lady Stamford did not like 

the life at Bradgate and preferred the busy 

social whirl of the capital. 

 Thomas, as a nonconformist, spent some 

time in the Tower of London  for opposing the 

King’s religious policies and Elizabeth was 

supportive during this, but she was very much 

under the influence of her mother who caused 

trouble at every available opportunity. 

 Apparently, Elizabeth’s sister suggested she 

should set fire to Bradgate if she hated it so 

much. Shortly after this there was, indeed, a 

major fire at the house and the finger of 

suspicion pointed very much at Lady Stamford. 



Declining Influence. 

 After the Restoration, both the Grey and 
Hastings families had less influence, and 
they became country gentlemen whose 
main rivalry was on English 
racecourses. 

 However, in 1694, the Second Earl did 
join the Privy Council of William lll. The 
King visited Bradgate in that year and a 
show had to be put on. Many 
embellishments were added to the 
building for this short visit, and the 
packhorse bridge at Anstey widened, 
hence being known as King William’s 
Bridge. However the King’s visit merely 
worsened the Earl’s financial plight, and 
gained him nothing by way of promotion. 





Postscript 

Roger Grey, 10th and last Earl of Stamford, Baron of Groby, could 

trace his certain descent along an unbroken male line of Greys 

through at least 22 generations to the 13th century Henry Grey of 

Codnor. He died on 18th August 1976 and lies buried in the 

churchyard of the parish church of Dunham Massey, where he is 

surrounded by generations of his families former servants and 

tenants. 

The family put the Bradgate estate up for sale in the 1920s due to 

financial difficulties – the house had been uninhabited since 

around 1800 – and it was bought by Charles Bennion of the 

British United Shoe Machinery Co in 1928, who donated it to the 

people of Leicester ‘for their quiet enjoyment’ 



End of the Line! 


